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We see a lot of upheaval. There are still
a lot of people who don’t feel safe on their
streets, in their neighborhoods, in their
schools. Even though the crime rate is com-
ing down where people have done what has
been done here in Los Angeles—to put more
police on the street and to work on projects
like the Community Build project that we
supported that the mayor and I visited yes-
terday, where ex-gang members are teaching
other kids to lead the gangs to turn away from
violence, to go to education and work and
away from things that are destructive. We
have a long way to go.

That’s why I so strongly hope that we can,
together, without regard to party, make a
commitment that, in this year, we will go
back when the Congress is in full session and
working and adopt what I call the middle
class bill of rights. Let’s just don’t have indis-
criminate tax cuts, let’s control the deficit and
focus tax relief on the people who need it
most, on strengthening families and making
education more available to all American
people. That will get us into the next century.

I think we should lower taxes in families
with young children. I think we should make
all Americans able to save money in an IRA
and then withdraw it, tax-free, to pay for their
own education or health care, or to help
them care for their parents. I think we should
give people who need more training because
they’re unemployed the right not just to sign
up for a Government program but to get a
check which says, this check can be spent
at the educational institution of your choice
to raise your income. That’s what I think we
should do.

But more important than anything else, in
the next century in the information age, hav-
ing an education will have more to do with
income and options and choices than ever
before. And so I believe that we should fi-
nally—and we should have done it long
ago—we ought to make all educational ex-
penses after high school tax deductible.
That’s important.

We made interest paid on home mortgages
tax deductible decades ago. Why? Because
owning a home was important to the idea
of the American dream. In the 21st century
we may not get to homeownership if we don’t

have an education. Let’s make that tax de-
ductible. That’s important to our future.

And I might say, that is the essence of what
we ought to be about, because you cannot
take advantage of that opportunity without
being responsible. People can offer you an
education, but you have to get it. That is what
we ought to be doing, giving opportunity in
return for responsibility.

The new covenant comes down to this: We
deserve opportunity, but we have to earn suc-
cess. And that is what the people of Califor-
nia have shown over and over and over again.

Let me close with this. The great writer,
Wallace Stegner, called this part of America,
‘‘hope’s native home.’’ It was built by people
he called, and I quote, ‘‘The stickers, not just
those who pillage and run but those who set-
tle and love the life they have made and the
place they have made it in.’’

Today, we salute all of you, the stickers,
the settlers, the rebuilders of this great State.
Let us take what you have done here and
use it as a model for our entire beloved coun-
try into the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at the
Northridge Oviatt Library. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Richard Riordan of Los Angeles,
CA; Blenda Wilson, president, California State
University at Northridge; Lt. Gov. Gray Davis and
Gov. Pete Wilson of California; and Zev
Yarslavsky, a Los Angeles County supervisor. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks to the Community in
Roseville, California
January 17, 1995

Well, good afternoon, everyone. Let me
say, first of all, I’m very glad to be here. I
want to thank all of the people in this com-
munity who have shared their experiences
with us. I’m here with Congressman Doo-
little, Congressman Fazio, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Gray Davis, and members of our ad-
ministration, including the Secretaries of
Transportation Federico Peña and Housing
and Urban Development Henry Cisneros
and, of course, our ever present FEMA Di-
rector James Lee Witt, who is virtually a tax-
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paying citizen of California, thanks to floods,
fires, and earthquakes.

And we’ve been walking around the neigh-
borhood today, talking and listening to peo-
ple. I want to especially thank the Hayes fam-
ily and the Merenda family for taking me into
their homes and showing me the flood dam-
age and explaining in very gripping and
human terms what this means to all of you
and to your lives and hopes and your dreams.

I also want to thank all the people who
have worked here to try to help put the com-
munity back together and try to help people
put their lives back together. I’d especially
like to say something about the young people
in the California Conservation Corps. I ad-
mire that group so much, and they’ve done
a lot of very, very good work.

The California Conservation Corps re-
ceives several million dollars every year from
our national service program. It’s one of the
affiliate programs. And I was very impressed
when Richard Merenda told me that he is
about to go to work for the California Con-
servation Corps in Klamath. He’s going to
work on firefighting, salmon restoration, and
flood control. He’s very well prepared for the
last category now as a result of this. But I’ll
tell you, I hope he never has to come home
and work on this again.

I want to thank again all of you, and espe-
cially the young people who worked so hard
on this. Mr. Hayes told me that—I forget
how many hours he said had already been
put in by volunteers helping him with his
home, something over 600, I think.

I want to say a special word of appreciation
to the local and the State officials and, of
course, all the Federal officials that we’re try-
ing to work efficiently together. I have heard
about some of the things that we should be
doing, and we’re going to try to improve and
try to make sure everybody knows what
they’re entitled to and get as much help as
we can.

You know, 38 of your counties have now
been declared disaster areas as a result of
the flood. We’ve released $10 million from
FEMA last week for cleanup, and more than
13,000 people have registered for assistance.

In this community, I think of the 338 or
so homes that were severely damaged, I think
there are still almost 100 people who have

not yet registered. So we’ve got some work
to do here, and we’re going to do it. But
of the 13,000 people who have already reg-
istered, I know that a couple of hundred
thousand dollars in checks have already been
sent out. So we’re going to move this process
along quickly and get you as much help as
possible.

I know a lot of people are living in motels
or trailers or with friends or family and have
very, very difficult short-term personal situa-
tions, so we’re going to try to fix them.

I’m also happy to say today that we’re
going to release another $15 million in emer-
gency funds from the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration. Rodney Slater, the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, is here. That’s a part of the Department
of Transportation. We have some significant
road damage here we’re going to try to do
our best to deal with. The Federal Govern-
ment will pay 100 percent of the costs of
the emergency highway repair, and we’re
going to try to get everybody back to business
as quickly as possible.

Let me say one thing on a very personal
note. A lot of people have said to me today,
‘‘Well, I’m’ glad you came out here, Mr.
President. This is a little town, and I appre-
ciate you taking time to come.’’ But if you
look at what we’re seeing today, or you’ve
dealt with a disaster beyond your control, I
think I can say for everybody that came with
me, we were deeply moved by what we saw,
by the unity in the spirit in this community,
by the devotion of people to their homes and
their families, but especially by the devotion
of people to each other.

I wish I could bottle what I have seen and
heard here today and spread it out in every
community in America. We could solve about
half the problems of this country in a very
short time if I felt the kind of devotion and
commitment everywhere that I sensed here
on the streets of this community today. And
I just want to urge you not to give up and
not to be discouraged.

When that earthquake hit southern Cali-
fornia a year ago, there were 5,600 school
buildings damaged. Today, a year later, we
celebrated the 1-year anniversary, all but 40
of those buildings are open, out of 5,600,
educating kids. And that shows you what you
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can do if everybody pulls together and works
together.

I know that a lot of you have really painful
stories now about work you’ve done in your
home that seems to be wiped away and fam-
ily furniture that may be lost forever and a
lot of things that are a very important part
of your past. But I would just urge you not
to lose the optimism, the resilience, the
strength that I have sensed here from all of
you today. Don’t give up. We will look at
the long-term problems that I’ve been asked
to look at. I know this is the second time
this has happened in 10 years, and you’re
getting sick of waiting for the water to come
every time the thunder claps overhead. So
we’ll look at that.

But meanwhile, let’s all pull together and
work together and follow the lead of these
fine young people and the families I had the
privilege to visit with today.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. at the
corner of Tina Way and Elisa Way. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on Passage of the
Congressional Accountability Act of
1995

January 17, 1995

I want to commend the Congress for pass-
ing the Congressional Accountability Act of
1995 today. It is about time that Congress
lived by the same laws it places on the private
sector. Passage of this bill fulfills a campaign
commitment of mine.

However, while this legislation is an im-
portant political reform, it is only the first
step in what must be a greater effort to
change business-as-usual in Washington.
Therefore, I reiterate my call for Congress
to act swiftly on several much needed reform
proposals including real campaign finance re-
form and the gift ban and a strong version
of the line-item veto.

Proclamation 6766—Year of the
Grandparent, 1995
January 17, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American family has undergone dra-

matic changes in the past few decades. Fami-
lies have felt the effects of a rising divorce
rate, declining birth rate, and an increasingly
fast-paced and complicated economy. At the
same time, Americans are living longer, retir-
ing younger, and taking advantage of more
leisure hours than ever before. Today, ap-
proximately 60 million grandparents in the
United States look forward to spending time
with their families and to enjoying their
much-deserved respite.

Despite the many changes, grandparents
remain an important source of knowledge
and stability in American families. Grand-
parents help us understand the past and en-
courage us to hope for the future. They pre-
serve and strengthen the values we hold most
dear—compassion and generosity, respon-
sibility and tradition. These relationships be-
tween generations have always been central
to the happiness and well-being of young and
old alike.

Households made up of several genera-
tions have increased by more than 50 percent
in the past 25 years, and today, some 3.4 mil-
lion children live in a household headed by
a grandparent. For parents struggling with
issues including substance abuse or teenage
pregnancy, divorce or separation, grand-
parents can be invaluable resources of com-
passion. For children who are abused or ne-
glected, grandparents can be lifesavers. All
too often, grandparents embrace these tre-
mendous responsibilities because no one else
is able. But they also do so out of love, out
of the wisdom that comes from a lifetime
spent learning the importance of family. For
all they teach us and for all they give, we
pledge this year to honor grandparents every-
where.

The Congress, by Public Law 103–368, has
designated 1995 as the ‘‘Year of the Grand-
parent’’ and has authorized and requested
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